
 “ Just a friendly reminder that this section is a no photo zone” was a phrase that we heard from our 
emcee often during the CM 2007 conference in Busan, South Korea.  Each day he would post a slide with the 
seating arrangement of the conference center that pointed out the no photo zone.  This is where staff and stu-
dents from countries where being a Christian meant you life was in danger sat so that there photos would not 
be taken and put on the internet or risk their safety in any way.  We have heard a lot about persecution of 
Christians before, but never had it been so real to us until we saw people who really lived it.  We had Ameri-
can friends of ours on staff in East Asia tell us of how as they got off the plane there were people suspiciously 
taking pictures of them and the Nationals who were with them.  We heard reports of someone coming to the 
conference and asking for a list of participants from that same East Asian country (the request was of course 
denied).  Other times students and staff would share stories from the stage but could not be photographed or 
even sometimes stood behind stage as not to be seen for safety reasons.  The stories were incredible, like one 
student who was there who came to know Christ through interaction with staff through a website called ever-
yarabstudent.com.   
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 “Coffee?”  asked Allesandro, a stu-
dent at Roma Tre University.  Alie and Mi-
chael, students on the Rome Summer Pro-
ject nodded their heads.  They had already 
been talking about the gospel for most of the 
afternoon.  As they walked toward the café 
Alie shared her testimony with Allesandro, 
which included showing him a scar from an 
accident years ago, an event that led her to 
start following Christ.  Allesandro showed 
Alie a scar he had from a time that he had 
nearly been killed.  Alie told him that she 
thought God had kept him alive so that he 
could her the message they were sharing 
with him.  They went through a Knowing 
God Personally booklet with him and he 
prayed to receive Christ.   

 We had an incredible 5 weeks doing min-
istry in Italy this summer leading the Rome Sum-
mer Project.  Our team of 20 students and staff 
joined with the long term staff that are in Rome to 
take the gospel to Roma Tre University.  Overall 
our team had spiritual conversations with 150 stu-
dents, personally presented the gospel to 40, and 
saw three Roman students indicate a decision to 
trust Christ.  Here are some snapshots of  what 
God did while we were there: 

 Maria is a fresh-
men at Roma Tre who 
Courtney and Katie met on 
campus.  She prayed to 
receive Christ the first time 
they met.  After that she 
hung out with the students 
on project quite a bit and is 

planning on going through a foundations Bible study 
series with Alyssa, one of the long term staff in Rome.   

The Rest of the Summer 
 
We’re excited to have a good block of time between now and when our team in Chicago gets back 
together in early August to connect with many of you.  We realize some of you have not yet met 
both of us.  We’ll also be looking to meet with new potential ministry partners.  Please keep this 
time in your prayers as we do need a significant amount of new support this summer.  Thank you so 
much for your continued partnership in this ministry.  You are making an impact around the globe!!
         
          With Jesus’ Love,  

Allie, Michael, and Katie all had the experience  
of seeing Roman Students trust Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our favorite part of any summer project is the 
amazing students and staff we get to work with.  Amy 
helped lead the small group pictured above and disci-
ple two of the women in the group.  The project stud-
ied the book of 1 Peter. Andy enjoyed developing the 
staff men on the project including Brock, a student 
intern for the summer, who we are praying will join 
our staff after graduation. 


