
             “ Just a friendly reminder that this section is a no photo zone” was a phrase that we heard from our 

emcee often during the CM 2007 conference in Busan, South Korea.  Each day he would post a slide with the 

seating arrangement of the conference center that pointed out the no photo zone.  This is where staff and stu-

dents from countries where being a Christian meant you life was in danger sat so that there photos would not 

be taken and put on the internet or risk their safety in any way.  We have heard a lot about persecution of 

Christians before, but never had it been so real to us until we saw people who really lived it.  We had Ameri-

can friends of ours on staff in East Asia tell us of how as they got off the plane there were people suspiciously 

taking pictures of them and the Nationals who were with them.  We heard reports of someone coming to the 

conference and asking for a list of participants from that same East Asian country (the request was of course 

denied).  Other times students and staff would share stories from the stage but could not be photographed or 

even sometimes stood behind stage as not to be seen for safety reasons.  The stories were incredible, like one 

student who was there who came to know Christ through interaction with staff through a website called ever-

yarabstudent.com.   
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               Kristyn looked over to Amy with a look of shock on her face, leaned over and whispered “Is 

that really true?” Amy got a kick out of the fact that Kristyn seemed to think that she had more authority 
on the topic than the Fall Retreat speaker.  What Kristyn was asking about was the statement that God the 

Father now sees each of us as being as perfect as Christ is... that Christ became our sin so that we could be-

come His righteousness.  This was one of “40 things that happen the moment you become a Christian,” 

which was the theme of our Fall Retreat.   

 

            Kristyn went on to look at the 

verse in 2 Corinthians to confirm that 

what the speaker was saying was ac-

tually true. She read the verse and 

then replied "That's crazy! I mean I 

knew He loved me... but lots of peo-

ple love me... like my mom and my 

friends... I didn't know He loved me 

like that! That's crazy!"  Amy often 

describes Kristyn her little sponge be-

cause she soaks up absolutely any-

thing Amy tells her or anything she 

reads-- she often comes to disciple-

ship appointments with a list of 10-15 

questions that she has from the read-

ing she's done that week. She's been 

growing like crazy this year. 

 

            Almost 110 students attended 

this year’s Chicago Metro Fall retreat, 

more students than we’ve ever had 

attend.  We were particularly excited 

that Kristyn and two other students 

from Dominican University were the first students from their school to ever attend our retreat.    

 

            We are thrilled with what God is doing at Dominican.  Campus Crusade isn’t even a semester old 

on this campus and we’ve already seen a growing Thursday Night Bible Study on the campus.  Amy 

started out leading the study but has now pass the reigns over to Kristyn.  One of the other student leaders, 

Bethany, is going to be starting up a second Bible Study during the day to try to attract more of the com-

muter students who make up a large amount of the school’s population.   

 

            Our students are also planning the first major outreach on campus.  Many of our Chicago Cam-

puses, including Benedictine and Dominican are beta testing a new outreach strategy that they were ex-

posed to at the retreat.  This strategy uses short films to lead to spiritual conversations and sharing the Gos-

pel.  The feedback from these outreaches will be used to refine the strategy before it is launched as some-

thing that campuses will use nationwide.  We are praying that this outreach happening at the end of the 

first semester will lead to some new students getting involved when we start back up for the second semes-

ter in January.   

Esther and Jisl from Benedictine as well as Jessica, Bethany and 

Kristyn, three of the student leaders from Dominican with Amy    

after a morning session at the Chicago Metro Fall Retreat . 


