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Why I'm excited about the future of the ministry in Chicago

| sat down in the Lobby of the Westin Hotel in Indianapolis. The students who attended Christ-
mas Conference had left that morning of January 1, and many of the staff had stayed behind to hang out
for an extranight. As| sat there, frustrated that Michigan had lost a close game in the Rose Bowl, | be-
gan to think about the year ahead. | realized how excited | was about what God was doing in Chicago.

For the longest time Chicago was not an assignment that anybody in Campus Crusade really

wanted. Many are scared to live in the City,
and know that the cost of living is much
higher than anywhere else in the Region.
The fact that the task ahead is so huge with
450,000 students spread out over 100 cam-
puses is so huge does not help matters ei-
ther. God has to raise up the recourses and
laborers to accomplish this huge task, and
we are starting to see him do so.

First, there are now staff, new and
experienced wanting to come to Chicago.
This summer there are several people join-
ing staff who are going to request to be a|The Chicago Metro Group at the Indy Christmas Conference

part of our team. Second, next year there
will be a stint team in Chicago, ateam of recent graduates who will spend a year trying to establish Cru-
sade movements on campuses where we have no presence. Third, April 2™ we'll have our first annual
Chicago Metro CCC Fellowship Dinner to celebrate what God has done in our ministry and to begin to
raise the financial resources needed to reach a scope as large as ours. It should be agreat and I’d loveto
have any of you that would like attend. Please let me know if you are interested.

Finally, this summer we'll have the first Chicago Summer Project. This project will be similar
to others that I’ ve participated in in Put In Bay and Virginia Beach where students are trained in evan-
gelism, discipleship, and other ministry skills all while living in a unigue Christian Community and
working ajob. What will make our project different is that one day a week will be spent on Chicago
campuses trying to launch new ministries with students taking classes for the summer. I’ ve been asked
to give leadership in the area of operations for the project and am really excited to be in on the design of
something that will impact students’ lives for yearsto come.

As| sat there in the hotel, | felt privileged to play apart in al this, whether it's being on
the team, helping with the summer project, or seeing students whose lives I’ ve been involved in wanting
to participate in some of the things mentioned. | remembered how amazing it was the night before in the
convention center next door to pray in the new year with over 2000 students from 4 states. | dreamed of
the day in Chicago when we would have 1% of the students involved in Campus Crusade. That would
mean a metro meeting of Chicago Students twice the size of Christmas Conference. | started to imagine
the impact those students could have on the City and the rest of the World. For thefirst time | could see
God start to do it.



